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”The Battle of France is 
over. I expect the Battle of 
Britain is about to begin."

The battle received its name from a speech Winston 
Churchill delivered to the British House of Commons 
on 18 June 1940.

This speech, as much as any other single factor, kept 
Britain in the war, ultimately leading to the defeat of 
Nazi Germany.







The British developed an air defence network that would 
give them a critical advantage in the Battle of Britain. The 
Dowding System – named for Fighter Command’s 
Commander-in-Chief Sir Hugh Dowding – brought together 
technology, ground defences and fighter aircraft into a 
unified system of defence. The RAF organised the defence 
of Britain into four geographical areas, called ‘Groups’, 
which were further divided into sectors. The main fighter 
airfield in each sector – the ‘Sector Station’ – was equipped 
with an operations room from which the fighters were 
directed into combat. 

Radar gave early warning of Luftwaffe raids, which were 
also tracked by the Observer Corps. Information on 
incoming raids was passed to the Filter Room at Fighter 
Command Headquarters at Bentley Priory. Once the 
direction of the raid was clearly established, the information 
was sent to the relevant Group’s headquarters. From there it 
was sent to the Sector Stations, which would ‘scramble’ 
fighters into action. 

The Sector Stations received updated information as it 
became available and further directed airborne fighters by 
radio. The operations rooms also directed other elements of 
the defence network, including anti-aircraft guns, 
searchlights and barrage balloons. The Dowding System 
could process huge amounts of information in a short period 
of time. It allowed Fighter Command to manage its valuable 
– and relatively limited – resources, making sure they were 
not wasted. 

http://www.hillmanweb.com/war/2016/1605.html







REPORTING ORGANISATION



The British had developed a highly effective air defence network 

Group Headquarters, Uxbridge: radiolocation plotters, by Roland Vivian Pitchforth.



Belligerents
United Kingdom
Canada
Free Poland

Nazi Germany
Italy

Commanders and leaders
Hugh Dowding
Keith Park
T. Leigh‐Mallory
Quintin Brand
Richard Saul
L. Samuel Breadner
Zdzisław Krasnodębski

Hermann Göring
Albert Kesselring
Hugo Sperrle
Hans‐Jürgen Stumpff
R. C. Fougier

Units Involved
Royal Air Force
Royal Canadian Air Force
C'wealth pilots (incl. Australia, NZ)
Foreign pilots

Luftwaffe
Corpo Aereo Italiano

Strength
650 serviceable aircraft  2,550 serviceable aircraft 

The Battle of Britain



























The Battle of Britain

The Eagle Attack. Increasing and larger daylight attacks 
against shipping, ports, and coastal airfields, with 
increased night attacks against RAF facilities and the 
aircraft industry.

The Channel Battles.  Scattered and limited day and night 
attacks and mine‐laying sorties, directed mainly against 
ports and shipping and towns with aircraft factories.

The Attack on Airfields Large‐scale daylight attacks against 
RAF airfields in South‐East England, in order to exhaust the 
RAF' ability to provide a defence. Night attacks continued. 

The Blitz (from blitzkrieg).  Large scale day and night 
attacks  against London, Birmingham, Bristol, Glasgow, 
Hull, Liverpool, Manchester, Plymouth, Portsmouth, and 
Southampton.

The Blitz. Smaller scale daylight fighter‐bombers attacks 
while large‐scale night attacks continued mainly against 
London.

7 September – 2 October

3 October – 31 October

13 August – 6 September

17 July – 12 August

26 June – 16 July
































