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In three or four weeks in Thessalonica, Paul had planted a church 
and taught them the basics, leaving Silvanus and Timothy to follow 
up. When the two rejoined him in Corinth, they reported that 
people were concerned that those who had died would not see the 
return of Christ.  So Paul wrote (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17): 

13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who 
have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who 
are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no 
means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself 
will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.



“16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”



“16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”



Paul’s most famous and contentious declaration is of a “Rapture” 
(rapiemur (Latin), ἁρπάζω (Greek)), which means to seize, carry off by 
force; to claim for one's self eagerly; to snatch out or away).
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Pliny the Elder on Thessalonica

It was in Thessalonica that the first Gentiles were 
killed in the Roman Empire. The local Roman 

governor in that part of the country said that every 
Christian had to bow before a statue of Augustus 
Caesar. He had been deified and statues of Caesar 

were erected everywhere. Christians who didn’t obey 
the edict were persecuted... It was in Thessalonica 
that they dreamed up the procedure of offering a 
cask of wine on the altar to Venus or Caesar, and 

then publicly taking it out to the marketplace, 
sprinkling all the vegetables, meat, and other goods, 

announcing that it had all been dedicated to the 
god...Anyone who bought or ate any of it thereby 
worshipped a false god... Christians who stopped 

buying in the marketplace as a witness immediately 
became marked. The first crucifixions, the first 

burnings, and the first great persecutions of 
Christians began then.

called Pliny the Elder

Roman author, a 
naturalist and natural 
philosopher, naval and 
army commander, and 

a friend of emperor 
Vespasian.  
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Theme: The church and the day of the Lord

Key verses:

1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we 

ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, 
either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, 

as though the day of Christ had come.

(2 Thessalonians 2:1-2)



The 2nd Letter to the Thessalonians

• Praise—1:1–4
• Promise—1:5–10
• Prayer—1:11–12

Encouragement 
in Suffering 

(Chapter 1)

•How the man of sin appears—2:1–7

•How the Son of God appears—2:8–12

•How a child of God should live—2:13–7

The Order of 
Events

(Chapter 2)

• Obey the Word—3:1–6
• Follow our example—3:7–9
• Discipline the unruly—3:10–15

The Coming 
Challenge
(Chapters 3)



2 Thessalonians Chapter 1 … introduction.

2 Thessalonians Chapter 3 … conclusion.



2 Thessalonians





Key Points

Paul corrects the assumption of 
some believers that Christ has 

already returned

Keep away from lazy, disruptive 
and liars who claim to be Christian 

but who don’t follow Christ

Christ’s coming will be preceded 
by the arrival of the Antichrist

God calls on believers, 
His chosen ones, 

to stand firm until Christ’s return.



Greeting
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



God’s Final Judgment and Glory
3 We are bound [paying a debt] to thank God always for you, 

brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and 
the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 
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4 so that we ourselves 
boast of you among the 
churches of God for 
your patience and faith 
in all your persecutions 
and tribulations that 
you endure, 



4 so that we ourselves 
boast of you among the 
churches of God for 
your patience and faith 
in all your persecutions 
and tribulations that 
you endure, 

5 which is manifest 
evidence of the 
righteous judgment of 
God, that you may be 
counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for 
which you also suffer;  
6 since it is a righteous 
thing with God to repay 
with tribulation those 
who trouble you, 



7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus 
is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 



8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 



8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, 
and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   
9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 

11Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no 

place for them. 12And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 
before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, 

which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to 
their works, by the things which were written in the books.

REVELATION 20:11-15



10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be 
admired among all those who believe, because our testimony 
among you was believed.



10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be 
admired among all those who believe, because our testimony 
among you was believed.

The traditional Jewish expression for the day when God will intervene 
in history to destroy His enemies and establish His Kingdom.

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Zephaniah, Zechariah, Malachi



11 Therefore we also pray always for you that our God would count 
you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the good pleasure of His
goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 that the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in Him, according 
to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.



Introduction over, let’s examine Chapter 2,

the heart of Second Thessalonians.



2 Thessalonians 2

The Great Apostasy
1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming [parousia] of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering [episunagoge] together to Him, we ask you,

By placing the Lord’s “coming” and “gathering” 
in the same sentence, Paul is summarising 

1 Thessalonians 4:17-19.



2 Thessalonians 2

The Great Apostasy
1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming [parousia] of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our gathering [episunagoge] together to Him, we ask you,

2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by 
word or by letter, as if from us*, as though the day of Christ** had 
come.

* A counterfeit or forged letter circulated claiming that the new 
Roman persecution meant that the Day of the LORD had come, 
shaking the Thessalonians.

** Some translations use the Greek Χριστοῦ (Christos, or Christ) and 
others κυρίου (kyrios, or Lord). 

By placing the Lord’s “coming” and “gathering” 
in the same sentence, Paul is summarising 

1 Thessalonians 4:17-19.
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The apostasy 

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day [the Day of the 
Lord] will not come unless

• the falling away comes first, and 

• the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, 

• so that he sits as God in the temple of God, 

Prerequisites for the Day of the Lord (Second Coming)



[Prerequisites for Christ’s Second Coming (the Day of th

Abomination 
of Desolation 

Jerusalem 
Temple is 

The 
Antichrist is 

The apostasy 

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day [the Day of the 
Lord] will not come unless

• the falling away comes first, and 

• the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes 
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is 
worshiped, 

• so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that 
he is God.

Prerequisites for the Day of the Lord (Second Coming)
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The Restrainer is referred to as both neuter (τὸ κατέχον [to 
katechon] , “what is restraining”) and masculine (ὁ κατέχων [ho 
katechōn] , “He who now restrains”).

The Restrainer existed in Paul’s day.

The Restrainer has been continually and effectively restraining for 
nearly 2,000 years so far.

The Restrainer is powerful enough to suppress the spiritual powers 
of darkness seeking to promote the man of sin.

The restraint is global.



Supernatural Natural



Supernatural Natural
The Roman Empire (27BC-1453)

The Temple (ended AD70)

The United Nations (1945-?)

The Roman Catholic Church 
(4th century AD-present)

Human government

The preaching of the Gospel
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A hostile force:

Satan (or his binding)

Human government

Natural
The Roman Empire (27BC-1453)

The Temple (ended AD70)

The United Nations (1945-?)
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(4th century AD-present)

Human government
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Supernatural
A hostile force:

Satan (or his binding)

Human government

A benevolent force:

God Himself

Archangels Michael/Gabriel

The Bible

A mythological  being

Natural
The Roman Empire (27BC-1453)

The Temple (ended AD70)

The United Nations (1945-?)

The Roman Catholic Church 
(4th century AD-present)

Human government

The preaching of the Gospel



The Restrainer
Only God has ever restrained sin:

“And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive 
with man, for that he also is flesh” (Gen 6:3).

God’s hedge in Job 1 And 2 restrained Satan.

At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to abide with believers forever.

“And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever— the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows 
Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.” 
(John 14:16-17)

“Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit 
of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16, 6:19)

“When the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD will 
restrain ….” (Isaiah 59:19)

The Holy Spirit will not leave living believers behind on earth.



REVISION

5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these 
things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be 
revealed in his own time. 

7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now 
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.



REVISION

5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these 
things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be 
revealed in his own time. 

7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now 
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way.

CONTINUING

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming.



9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, 
with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous 
deception among those who perish, because they did not receive 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 



9 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, 
with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous 
deception among those who perish, because they did not receive 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11 And for this reason 
God will send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe the lie, 
12 that they all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth, but
had pleasure in unrighteousness.



18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God 
is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they 
knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their 
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became 
fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.

24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor 
their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the 
natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is 
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.

28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all 
unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, 
violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, 
untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment
of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same 

but also approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:18-28)
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Stand Fast
13 But we are bound to 

give thanks to God 
always for you, 
brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because 
God from the 
beginning chose you 
for salvation through 
sanctification by the 
Spirit and belief in 
the truth, 

14 to which He called 
you by our gospel, 
for the obtaining of 
the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 



15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you
were taught, whether by word or our     epistle.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:15



15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you
were taught, whether by word or our     epistle.

16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, 
who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good 
hope by grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish you in every 
good word and work.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:15



This completes Chapter 2,

the heart of Paul’s Second Thessalonian Letter.



Review
2 Thessalonians 2:3-4

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 
above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits 
as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
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2
The Body of Christ is 
complete and the 
Restrainer removed.

4The Temple reconstruction is 
complete. The Temple is built.

6 The Day of the Lord 
arrives.

1 The falling away (Apostasy) occurs.

3 The Man of Sin (Antichrist) is 
revealed.

5
The abomination of 
desolation occurs.

3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come
unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, 
the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all 
that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

That Day will not 
come unless



Precedent Events to the Second Coming
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not 

come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 
above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits 
as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you 

these things? 



The heart in Chapter 2 completed,

Paul concludes and closes the letter.



2 Thessalonians Chapter 3

Pray and Be 
Patient 
(3:1–5) Work If You 

Want to Eat 
(3:6–13)

Be Doers not 
just Hearers

(3:14–18)

Three Practical
Admonitions
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2 Thessalonians 3

Pray and Be Patient
1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, 

that the word of the Lord may 
run swiftly and be glorified,
just as it is with you, 2 and 
that we may be delivered from 
unreasonable and wicked men; 
for not all have faith.

3 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard you from 
the evil one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you, 
both that you do and will do the things we command you.

5 Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into 
the patience of Christ.



Work if You Want to Eat
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charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might 
not be a burden to any of you, 9 not because we do not have 
authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should 
follow us.



Work if You Want to Eat
6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly 
and not according to the tradition which he received from us. 

7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were 
not disorderly among you; 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread free of 
charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we might 
not be a burden to any of you, 9 not because we do not have 
authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should 
follow us.

10 For even when we were with 
you, we commanded you this: 
If anyone will not work,
neither shall he eat. 

BOLSHEVIK PROPAGANDA, c. 1923



11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a 
disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 
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I’m too busy minding your business 
to do any of my own!

I’m so busy doing nothing that 
I have no time to do anything else!

Busybodies are too busy to be busy!



11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a 
disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 

12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord 
Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.

Pauline Wordplay
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I have no time to do anything else!

Busybodies are too busy to be busy!



Be Doers not just Hearers
13 But as for you, brethren, do 

not grow weary in doing good. 



Be Doers not just Hearers
13 But as for you, brethren, do 

not grow weary in doing good. 

14 And if anyone does not obey 
our word in this epistle, note 
that person and do not keep 
company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. 

15 Yet do not count him as an 
enemy, but admonish him as
a brother.



Be Doers not just Hearers
13 But as for you, brethren, do 

not grow weary in doing good. 

14 And if anyone does not obey 
our word in this epistle, note 
that person and do not keep 
company with him, that he 
may be ashamed. 

15 Yet do not count him as an 
enemy, but admonish him as
a brother.

The aim is not 
exclusion but 
reformation.
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16 Now may the Lord of peace 

Himself give you peace always 
in every way. The Lord be with 
you all.
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