WVOMEN IN THE

IBLE

RUTH&
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For whatever things were written
before were written for our
learning, that we through the
patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.

ROMANS 15:4



Both are historical narratives




Both are central to a major feast







Ruth and Esther both...
7

4

gy U )

e were foreigners living
In a land other than
their own.

o
3
g

e found favor in the eyes £
of those who saw them. &%

e were taken into the
homes of relatives.

e had relatives who
were a blessing to
others.



Both were women of integrity

Both were
submissive willing to die In
order to do God’s

will.

Each dressed
In special
garments In order to make

her request.




Both brought joy to Humankind

God redeemed Ruth to
perpetuate the line of the
Redeemer, the Lord
Jesus Christ.

God saved Estherto @
protect the nation '
and the People %
through whom {-’; h
the Saviour { |
would be born. % 8

.
&
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Introduction

e One of only two Bible books named for women, many
including Luther and Calvin have questioned why this
book is in the Bible.

e After all:

It doesn’t mention God

It doesn’t predict the Messiah

It doesn’t mention faith or worship

It doesn’t mention anything “religious”
There’s no uplifting “moral of the story”



e Is the book of Esther

just a love story
wrapped inside a
palace intrigue set in
ancient times, with
murder thrown in,
suitable for Barbara &
Cartland fans. N

That’s true as far
as it goes, but as
with everything

in this bookof |
something hiddens
there’s much more!
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Haggai Zechariah
ZERUBBABEL ESTHER EZRA NEHEMIAH
Ezra 1-6 Esther 1-12 Ezra 7-10 Nehemiah 1-13

537 BC 483-471 458 BC 444 BC



Esther takes place during the reign of King Xerxes |,
the fourth King of Kings of the Achaemenid

He is called by his title Ahasuerus in English bibles,
taken from the Hebrew WimwnaxX ('‘Achashverowsh).




Cast of Characters

MORDECAI
| Wi

XERXES
\!,‘,‘.--——! g / 4’

W e N

& )\
Grand Vizier (P.M.) Local JeW|sh Ieader
and public servant
An Amalekite who is Mid-range but
the ruthless and influential public

powerful grand vizier servant in Persia;
of Persia; seeks more cousin and legal

A young JeW|sh Klng of Per5|a
virgin 486-465 BC
A poor orphan girl Mighty king ruling
raised by her the Persian Empire
cousin Mordecai, that included

V\é'w:}}%i}gtrolsbacgr almost all of the

guardian of Esther.
A Jew of the Tribe
of Benjamin.

wealth and power
and loathes Mordecai
with ancient hated.

known world (darn
those nasty
Greeks).

her people. A
Jewess of the Tribe
of Benjamin.



What we know
» Fact. Babylon fell to the Medo-Persians in 539 sc.

, Fact. Ahasuerus Xerxes ruled Persia from 485-465 sc.

» Fact. Historian Herodotus (486-425 Bc) wrote Xerxes
planned to invade Europe (The History, Bk VI, sec. 8).

, Fact. The Persians were hard drinkers and often drank to

eXCesSS (Herodotus (1:133); Xenophon ‘Cyrop., 8:8, § 11).

» Fact. Xerxes was a showoff. (Herodotus, many references).

, Fact. Invasion of 480 sc was defeated in 479 sc.

» Fact. Shushan was a major palace of Persian kings.

» Fact. Shushan’s ruins were found in 1836; excavation
begun by French archaeologists in 1851 continue.

» Fact. Jews celebrate the events in Esther each year.



Purim (Casting Lots)

e Westerners throwing dice call on “Lady Luck.”

e The Israelites believed that God controls the outcome
when lots or dice are cast:

The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole
disposing thereof is of the LORD. (Pro. 16:33)

Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats:
one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the

scapegoat. (Leviticus 16:8)

And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on
Matthias. And he was numbered with the
eleven apostles. (Acts 1:26)




The Law of
the Medes and the Persians

| “Now, Q King, estabish e decree 204 SN e welteg,

<0 hat it cannotbe changed, aeeatding 1o e \aw \
the Medes and Persians, Wich dees nol Akt

t Dane\ B |

A Royal Decree once issued cannot be altered,
even by the ruler who issued it.
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The literary structure

e Prologue (situation)
e 2-3 Xerxes’ first decree

DANGER e 4-5Haman’s exasperation with
(1-5) Mordecai

e Xerxesinsomnia

DELIVERANCE / ¢ 6-7 Mordecai’s exaltation over
(6-10) Haman

e 8-9 Xerxes second decree

e 10 Epilogue (celebration)



The book of Esther
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The book of
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Following three years of
preparation topped off with
a six-month long planning
conference, King Ahasuerus
gave a week-long feast for
all his generals and officials.




(SN I 333
He orderedgueen Vasht1 to showoffher‘ eauty, but,_ |




“...let it be recorded
in the laws of the
Persians and the g3

Medes, so that it will IS

not be altered, that |

Vashti shall come no
more before King

Ahasuerus...”

“Ahaseurus Banishes Vashti - E£#=%
Assérus Chasse Vashti” 878
Marc Chagall, 1960. gl 488 S



"When the king’s decree which
he will make is proclaimed

throughout all his empire (for it is
great), all wives will honor their
husbands, both great and small.”

1 And the reply pleased the king
and the princes, and the king did
according to the word of Memucan.
22Then he sent letters to all the
king’s provinces, to each province in
its own script, and to every people
in their own language, that each
man should be master in his own
house, and speak in the language of
his own people.



Interlude between Chaps. 1 and 2

» Remember Michael’s prophecy about the fourth king,
Xerxes, becoming strong through his riches and stirring
up all against the kingdom of Greece?

e Xerxes wanted to avenge his daddy’s Darius’s defeat at
Marathon in 490 BC, and invested three years in
preparation. He raised an army of over 1,000,000 and a
huge navy. He built a boat bridge over the Hellesport.

e The six months “party” involved detailed planning with
all of his generals and senior officers.

e With that done, they let off steam for one week.

e This was all about conquering the rest of the known
world!



WYl

e d

Greco-Persian Wars 499-490 BC
'l w »
[ q& Y LEGEND
e J ' ¢ -«
: e . Persian Empire
o

Aegean
Sea

»’

1 EuroPc

S

X o)X

1 axos
y @

© Battle of Marathon 490 BC

!!!!!!!

& ‘ Mediterranean Sea



Greek troops rushing forward at the Battle of Marathon, Georges Iéiochegrosse, 1859.
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A Witness Account

e Herodotus claims that Ahasuerus planned to invade all of Europe
and “reduce the whole earth into one empire”: “My intent is to
throw a bridge over the Hellespont and march an army through
Europe against Greece, that thereby | may obtain vengeance from
the Athenians for the wrongs committed by them against the
Persians and against my father.”

[Herodotus, The History, Book VII, section 8.]

e The king’s uncle, Artabanus, strongly opposed the plan, but the king
persisted and convinced the princes and officers to follow him.

e it took the first four years of Xerxes’ reign to get ready for the
invasion he launched in 481 B.C. No doubt the 180 days involved
planning sessions in which all the provinces’ leaders were being
prepared for the war effort.
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Within weeks, the mighty Persian Army and the still
overwhelmingly powerful Persian Navy reached Athens.
The defenders were no match for them.
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“Battle o‘f'SIamis”,by Andrew How.
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Esther 2 - Esther Becomes Q.u'een

L After these things,
when the wrath of King
Ahasuerus subsided, he
remembered Vashti,
what she had done, and
what had been decreed
against her.

)
e



2 Then the king’s servants who attended him said:

“Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the
king; 3and let the king appoint officers in all the
provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather
all the beautiful young virgins to Shushan the |
citadel, into the women’s quarters, under ~
the custody of Hegai the king’s eunuch,
custodian of the women. And let beauty
preparations be given them.

4 Then let the young woman who pleases
the king be queen instead of Vashtl

This thing pleé %d thiﬂ‘é ﬁ

1

~‘J

é.




> |n Shushan the citadel
there was a certain Jew
whose name was
Mordecai the son of
Jair, the son of Shimei,
the son of Kish, a
Benjamite.

Mordecai’s lineage refers to an

infamous incident covered in 2

“Shimei curses David,”
Schnorr von Carolsfeld, 1860.

Samuel 16:5-13; 19:18 and 1 Kings.

® Kish had been carried away from Jerusalem with
the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah
king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried away.



Why is this story important?

e Shimei was a Benjamite. Benjamites were nearly annihilated

during Israel’s only civil war, and David hanged Saul’s sons.

e When David, fleeing Absalom, neared Shimei’s house, Shimei

ran along the ridge over against the road, cursing and
throwing stones and dust at him and his mighty men. Abishai
would have “taken off his head” then and there, as a “dead
dog” presuming to “curse the king.” But David said: “Let him
curse, for the Lord hath bidden him.”

e Shimei wisely was later the “first of the house of Joseph” to

meet David on his victorious return over Jordan, bowing and
scraping and begging for mercy. Again Abishai would have
killed Shimei, but David let him live.

» Because David spared Shimei, Mordecai was born.



’” And Mordecai
had brought up
Hadassah, that is,
Esther, his uncle’s
daughter, forshe /i @&
had neither father T

young woman
was lovely and &=

beautiful. When “
her fatherand _ =t"§
mother died, = =
Mordecai took

her as hisown e
daughter. : o

“Esther and Mordecai” by Aert de Gelder, 1674.



The First House of the Harem

8 So it was, when the king’s command and decree were heard,
and when many young women were gathered at Shushan the
citadel under the custody of Hegai, that Esther also was taken

407 sipalace i nto the care of Hegal the custodlang;




? Now the young wonlnan . 2 a3 |
pleased him, and she ‘5 AN s‘*
obtained his favor; so = Ale v -
he readily gave beauty
preparations to her,
besides her allowance.
Then seven choice
maidservants were
provided for her from
the king’s palace, and
he moved her and her
maidservants to the
best place in the house
of the women. |

"The Toilette of Esther”
Theodore Chasseriau, 1841.



10 Esther had not revealed her people or family, for
Mordecai had charged her not to reveal it. ** And every
day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the
women’s quarters, to learn of Esther’s welfare and
what was happening to her.

12 Each young woman’s turn came to go in to King
Ahasuerus after she had completed twelve months’
preparation, according to the regulations for the
women, for thus were the days of their preparation
apportioned: six months with oil of myrrh, and six
months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying
women.

13 Thus prepared, each young woman went to the king,
and she was given whatever she desired to take with
her from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace.



The Second House of the Harem

y of Shaashgas '
Sh ,would not go

&

, P U AT R '
J“ “ | Receptlioéf" bbihn"Fréderlck Lewis, 1873.



15 Now when the turn
came for Esther the
daughter of Abihail
the uncle of Mordecai,
who had taken her as
his daughter, to go in
to the king, she
requested nothing but
what Hegai the king’s
eunuch, the custodian
of the women,
advised.

And Esther obtained
favor in the sight of all
who saw her.

“Esther,” Kate Gardiner Hastings, 1884.



16 So Esther was taken to King
Ahasuerus, into his royal
palace, in the tenth month,
which is the month of Tebeth,
in the seventh year of his
reign.

7The king loved Esther more
than all the other women, -
and she obtained grace and
favor in his sight more than
all the virgins; so he set the
royal crown upon her head
and made her queen instead
of Vashti. e

“Esther” by Hermann Anschiitz, c. 1840.
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19 When virgins were
gathered together a
second time, Mordecai
sat within the king’s
gate.

20 Now Esther had not
revealed her family
and her people, just as
Mordecai had charged
her, for Esther obeyed
the command of
Mordecai as when she
was brought up by him.

“Esther and Mordecai”
. Aert de Gelderm, 1685
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In those days, while Mordecai
sat within the king’s gate, twi
of the king’s eunuchs, BigthaieeSssesisras % §
and Teresh, doorkeepers, [gEEEEE" 28
became furious and sought @i0”" = ==a#R
lay hands on King AhasueruSimms

P o

So the matter became kno
to Mordecai, who told Que¢
Esther, and Esther informed
the king in Mordecai’s nam

And when an inquiry was
made into the matter, it

was confirmed, and both |
were hanged on a gallows; &
and it was written in the
book of the chronicles in
the presence of the king.









