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e One of only two Bible books named for women, many
including Luther and Calvin have questioned why this
book is in the Bible.

e After all:

It doesn’t mention God

It doesn’t predict the Messiah

It doesn’t mention faith or worship

It doesn’t mention anything “religious”
There’s no uplifting “moral of the story”



Ay

| For whatever things were written
before were written for our
learning, that we through the

| patience and comfort of the
o Scriptures might have hope.

ROMANS 15:4




Underlying Concepts

e Esther —the book of something hidden
(Book of Esther)

e Purim — the casting of lots — “The lot is
cast into the lap; but the whole disposing
thereof is of the LorRD.” (Proverb 16:33)

e The Law of the Medes and the Persians,
a royal decree cannot be changed.
(Daniel 6:8)

e Coincidence or providential hand of God?

e Ancient Everlasting Hatred ﬂ;’x D?W

(Ezekiel 35:5-7)
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Saul's disobedience
to God spared Agag
and led to Haman.

David's mercy
to Shimei led to
Mordecai anc
Esther




The literary structure

Xerxes insomnia
@ Prologue (situation)

e 2-3 Xerxes' first decree

DANGER , :
@ 4-5Haman’s exasperation

with Mordecai

DELIVERANCE
(6-10) @ 6-7 Mordecai’s exaltation
over Haman

e 8-9 Xerxes second decree

e 10 Epilogue (celebration) Part 6
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“..letit be
recorded in the
laws of the Persians
and the Medes, so
that it will not be
altered, that Vashti
shall come no more
before King
Ahasuerus...”

“Ahaseurus Banishes Vashti - /'
Assérus Chasse Vashti” L5 SAT 5
Marc Chagall, 1960. i &84









™ EX—queen Vashti was banned from ever seeing
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Mordecai raised Esther. She was taken into the
king's harem and was chosen as queen. Mordecai
instructed her to hide her ethnicity.

o
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Mordecai overhead a plot and tol erwho told Xerxes.









A furious Haman
bribed Xerxes to let
> him kill all Jews.

% The king gave his

¥ o seal, the lot was

| cast, and
the date to

: kill all Jews



Mordecai asked
Esther to plead with

" the king. Esther said,
“I cannot. It is against the
law to approach unbidden.

“Perhaps you were born...






Esther won favour with the king and invited
the king and Haman to wine and dessert.
There, she invited them to a feast the next day.

‘Permission to Speak’ by Lilian Broca, 2009.
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That night, Haman built an enormous
gallows from which to hang Mordecai.






That night the kmg could not sleep. He
1 it hat Mordecal foiled




As the king wondered how to amend his oversight
and honor Mordecai, Haman arrived with a plan...

which he subtly revised
to please the king.

“Triumph of Mordecai” by Richard McBee, 1980.
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Haman came to ask to hang Mordecai, < &
but was ordered to honor him instead.

\v




“Thus shall it be done to the man whom the
king delights to honor!”

“The Triumph of Mordecai” by Jean Frangois de Troy, c. 1736.



At the promised feast, the king again asked
Esther “What is your request?” She said
My people have been sold by Haman




A furious Ahasuerus arose in his wrath from the
banquet and went to the palace garden to ponder
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Imploring Esther for mercy, Haman tripped and
fell on her just as the simmering king returned.
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Haman was hung from his own gallows. ‘
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qm“Bethany” from A Book of Modern Palestlne 0) Rlchard Penlake published c. 1910



, B The king gave his ring to Mordecai. Mordecai
sent letters to the provinces allowing the Jews
to defend themselves. The Jews rejoiced.
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On the 13t day of Adar, enemies of the Jews rose
up to kill all Jews but the Jews were ready and
defended themselves, killing their enemies
including Haman’s ten sons. No plunder was taken.




The king called in Esther to ask her wishes, so she
asked for an additional day of retribution in Susa,
and for the bodies of Haman’s sons to be hanged.







“Happy Purim” by Shapiro.



The book
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Now all the acts of his power and his might, and the account
of the greatness of Mordecai, to which the king advanced him,

are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings
Media and Persia?
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3 For Mordecai the Jew was second to King
Ahasuerus, and was great among the Jews and
well received by the multitude of his brethren,

seeking the good of his people and speaking peace
to all his countrymen.

THE BOOK OF THE
CHRONICLES OF THE
KINGS OF MEDIA
AND PERSIA

Modern Greek Translation
dated frombout 1453

e et rI_ 2

Nabonidus Chronicle, “esSssEa@iissnpis

Tr BURTZLOFF
c. 527 BC B -






The literary structure

e Prologue (situation) FEASTING

e 2-3 Xerxes' first decree

e 4-5Haman’s exasperation
DANGER with Mordecai

(1-5)

~ ' ' FASTING
DELIVERANCE e Xerxesinsomnia

(6-10) e 6-7 Mordecai’s exaltation
over Haman

e 8-9 Xerxes second decree

e 10 Epilogue (celebration) FEASTING



The Structure of the book of Esther

Introduction: ~—, Conclusion:
Presenting Ahasuerus (Chapter 1) *% theaglrj%?ascqu(%vements of

Ahasuerus hosts a six-month feast ~  The Jews in all provinces feast in
(planning session) and a special (£} ) celebration and a special feast

feast is held for key officials (1) 5" is held in Shushan (9)

Haman rises to power (3) (@ p{g‘igﬁﬁg&gﬁ Jews

Haman throws pur (casts A The tables are turned: the

|

- lots). Jewish genocide (/- Jews overthrow enemies -
A\ scheduled for 13 Adar (3): ! on 13 Adar (9)

_ Xerxes's 1st decree  ~__ Xerxes's 2nd decree . 7 » ]
A by Haman. (3) ™%, by Mordecai. (8)
- . Esther'sfirst .~ Esther's second
o feast. (5) feast. (7) '/

Haman's | Haman's
optimistic C)Q pessimistic

Grossman and Reiss, .V advice (6)  ~ advice (6)
Megillat Esther with “That night, the king could not
sleep.” Haman assigned to

[llustrative Charts and lead Mordecai on the
Graphs, (Hebrew), 2002. b royal horse. (6)
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e One of only two Bible books named for women, many
including Luther and Calvin have questioned why this
book is in the Bible.

e After all:

It doesn’t mention God

It doesn’t predict the Messiah

It doesn’t mention faith or worship

It doesn’t mention anything “religious”
There’s no uplifting “moral of the story”



Haman in the Qur’an

e Haman appears six times in the Qur’an, but as overseer of the
stone masons of the idol Amun in Moses’s day. His name and
title have been found in Egyptian hieroglyphics.

e Haman was a contemporary of Abraham and one of the
strongest supporters of Pharaoh in his quarrel with Moses.
He may have been in the Qur’an to sharpen the contrast
between Moses and His deputy Harun (Aaron) with Pharaoh
and his deputy Haman.

e The Qur’an may have followed from a Samaritan bible, where
the Jews become Samaritans and Haman became a Jew.

e Mordecai’s refusal to bow to Haman, in Esther is one of a
chain of comparable episodes in Near and Middle Eastern
literature, of which Satan’s (Iblis) refusal to bow to newly
created Adam is but one. They would suggest stories like this
be read as a figuative topos, rather than taken literally.



Esther, Islamic Heroine

e Malikah Astir RA (may Allah be pleased with her) was a noble
heroine of Islam, and she is greatly praised. She is known for
saving the followers of Allah from destruction.

e Haman (may the curse of Allah be upon him) approached the
throne of King Zarksis and pleaded with the king to have every
last follower of Allah (both male and female) thrown into the
lion's den. The king the proceeded to consult with his wife,
Queen Astir RA concerning the matter.

e Queen Astir RA replied: "Oh king, live forever. Surely this man
is a fitenah (slanderer) and a mushrikeen (idol worshipper). He
shall be thrown into the lions” den with his wife and children
along with all his slaves and livestock". And a decree was
passed down.

e Haman and his wife and children, along with all his male and
female slaves, and his cattle were all thrown into the lions’ den

https://au.answers.yahoo.com






Esther:

The book of
Something '
Hidden
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The Everlstig Hatred

The LORD said, “Jacob | have loved, but Esau | have hated.”
[Romans 9:13 quoting Malachi 1:2-3]



12 Tribes
of Israel

Reuben
Simeon
Levi
Judah
Dan
Naphtali
Gad
Issachar
Asher
Zebulan
Joseph*
Benjamin

*(Ephraim & Manasseh)

Amalek
—Jeush
—Jaalam
—Korah

—Reuel

Keturah

—-Négaﬁﬁh
—Kedar
—Adbeel
—Mibsam
—Mishma
—Dumah
—Massa
—Hadar
—Tema
—Jetur
—Naphish

—Kedemah

Edomite |JAmalekite

—Zimran

—Medan

—Midian

—|shbak

—Shuah

—Jokshan

Saudi
Arab

Sheba
Dedan

Bedouin

Ephah
Epher
Hanoch
Abidah
Eldaah
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Haman’s Genealogy

Esau

Eliphaz * Amalek fought with Israel at Rephidim (Ex 17:8-16).

* Amalekites attacked rear of marching Israelites in the
Exodus (Deut 25:17-19).

* “YHWH will have war with Amalek from generation
to generation” (Ex 17:14-18).

Amalek

c. 1446 BC

e Samuel ordered Saul to “go and smite Amalek, and
King Agag utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them
not.” (1 Sam 15:1-3).
c. 1012 BC | * Saul spared Agag, so God took the kingdom from him.
(1 Sam 5:7-28)
» Samuel killed Agag but some Agagites escaped. In fact,

an Amalekite claimed to have killed Saul in battle. (2
Hammedatha Sam 1:1-10)

Saul’s disobedience to God spared Agag,
thus resulting in Haman.

c.475BC




Genealogy

Jacob

Benjamin

Gera

(of the house
of Saul)

Shimei LR

c. 475 BC

Esther

As David fled from Absalom Shimei ran
along the ridge overlooking the road, cursing,
throwing stones at him, and saying, “Come
out, come out, thou bloody man and thou
man of Belial the Lord hath returned upon
thee all the blood of the house of Saul and the
Lord hath delivered the kingdom into the
hand of Absalom thy son, and behold thou art
taken in thy mischief because thou art a
bloody man” (2 Sam 16:5-13). Abishai would
have “taken off his head” then and there but
David let him live.

When David became king, Shimei met him
with a thousand Benjamites, and begged
David to spare him. Abishai would again have
slain Shimei, but David on his day of
restoration to the kingdom said “thou shalt
not die.”

David showing Shimei mercy
led to Mordecai and Esther.







Haman’s Geneaology i

6 And in Shushan the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred
men. 7 Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, & Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
? Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha 1° the ten sons of Haman ...

The Masoretic Text writes the names in a weird way:
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Haman’s Geneaology i

6 And in Shushan the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred
men. 7 Also Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, & Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,
? Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha 1° the ten sons of Haman ....

The Masoretic Text writes the names in a weird way:

five hundred men

NKXI

N9

are hung at the
same time.

_RDT : Vajezatha
S Myt 1 theten

I
i ]
1 i
: : Parshandatha
can mean “and, I i97T § Dalphon
also, or self”. { DXL IRDYOX | Aspatha
Also 1 Xl KDQIS I Poratha
1 '.17 N | .

At Purim, : N:}TI;IN : ﬁd.zllah
everything in " SRTERM  Aridatha
the box must be i KRWAAD 3 Parmashta
read in a single : oL} : Arisai
breath since all I TN 1 Aridai
I
i




Haman

~ Parshandatha
- Dalphon

- Aspatha

- Poratha

- Adalia
—Aridatha

—- Parmashta

— Arisai

— Aridai

— Vaizatha

Haman’s Ten Sons

Magnificent Self Pride goes before a fall.

Curious Self Busy-body

Dripping Self Self-pity

Gathered Self Self-sufficient

Ornament Self  Spendthrift; self indulgent
Weak Self Self-conscious; neurotic
Strong (lion) Self Assertive; going own way

Superior Self Pre-eminent; strong-fist
Bold Self Imprudent; rude
Strong Self Prideful; haughty; superior

Pure Self Self-righteousness



e Esther 3:1 states that
Haman is an Agagite. Agag
was the king of Amalek (1
Sam. 15:8). Therefore,
Haman and his sons were
Amalekites.

e Rabbi Elijah Solomon, a
prominent Lithuanian
rabbi of the 18th century
known as "the great one
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of Vilna," held
the tradition
that the
Rabbi Elijah ben Solomon German nation .
(1720-1797) was descended
“The Great One of Vilna” from Amalek.




Verses 7-9 are written in
an unusual way in the
Megillah scrolls of the
past 2,000 years:

* Names are writtenin a
column, each preceded
by the Hebrew word
nXI (“and” or “also”).

* Three letters (17, w, 7)
are written very small
and one (1) very large;
this stands for Jewish
year 5707 (AD 1946).

* What happened in
19467
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Esther 9:7-9
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A Strange Request — Esther 9:13

?And the king said to Queen Esther, "The Jews have Killed and
destroyad five hundred men in Shushan the citadel, and the ten sons
of Haman. What have they done in the rest of the king's provinces?
Now what is your petition? It shall be granted to you. Or what is your
further request? It shall be done." '° Then Esther said, "If it pleases
the king, let it be granted to the Jews in Shushan to do again
tomorrow (hnn, makhar) according to today's decree, and let
Haman's ten sons be hanged on the gallows."

Per the Rabbi's, "There is a tomorrow that is now,
and a tomorrow which is later."

Xerxes could not make such a promise; Esther was asking God to
ensure that this was not isolated, but for justice in future, too.

When Xerxes is not named, “the King” refers to God!







March 1953, Moscow

e Inthe “Gulag Archipelago,” Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn charged
that Stalin planned a mass pogrom against Jews in Moscow,
with survivors to be exiled to Siberia. [NYT Dec. 29, 1973]




e The plot was simple. Arrests on the false “Doctor’s Plot” to kill high
Party officials began on January 13, 1953, with a barrage of
propaganda whipping up hatred and fury against a;ll Jews.

e Many Jews were secretly
arrested and a huge purge trial
was in the offing, with mass
executions to come in Red
Square at Lobnoye Mesto ala
17t century Ivan the Terrible.

e Angry masses (street mobs)
would then ravage Moscow,
looting and killing Jews. Mr.
Stalin would step in and “save”
surviving Jews by transporting
them to the safety of the
Siberian forced-labour camps.
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After Stalin’s stroke on Purim, his plot unravelled.
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But actually the name of god is mentioned

throughout the book of Esther...

IT’S JUST HIDDEN!
IN PLAIN SIGHT!



Hebrew “Transliteration Englls“n translation
1T '‘Adonay lord
aRbyiris ‘elohiym God
W O el Shaddai God Almighty
Tahk Y.h,v h LORD
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With this background, let’s
examine some of the hidden
codes in the book of Esther.



d Acrostics

" e Acronym: abbreviation
~ ofaword or phrase
composed of its initial
letters or components.

requently ~isked ‘uestions

- o Acrostic: written form
where a recurring
feature like the first or
last word or letter in
{4 each line spells out a
message. Often found
in poetic forms.




e Acronym: a

Acronyms
form of acrostic usually employed for

mnemonic (memorisation) purposes.

TeleVision Closed Circuit TeleVision:
Aiiention Deficit Disorder

RAJIO

Detection And Ranging;

Department of Veterans Affairs,
New South Wales, RBT, PBS,

AUstra
AUstra
AUstra

ian Tax Office; New Zealand
ian Broadcasting Corporation;

ian Labor Party, NRL, AFL,



J 0 HN » ’. Montreal’s Cimetiére
Notre-Dame-des-Neiges.

' FREE YOUR: BODY AND SOUL 2 .

UNFOLD YOUR POWERFUL WINGS = | ’

- CLIMB UP THE HIGHEST MOUNTAINS

KICK YOUR FEET UP IN THE: AR '

“YOU MAY NOW. LIVE FOREVER P o i

B OR RETURN TO THIS.EARTH s

e INLESS YOU FEEL GOOD: WHERE YOU ARE’

MH%ED BY YOUR FRIEND§




Typical Hebrew acrostic
Yeshua HaNazarei vMelech HaYehudim

L




The First Acrostic

The first acrostic appears at the conclusion of
Memucan’s counsel regarding the disposition of

Queen Vashti, in verse 1:20, as is shown
below:

" ONIT DT R
Jaihy

(Remember, Hebrew goes from right to left.)



The Second Acrostic

The second acrostic occurs when Esther
invites the king and Haman to a banquet,
In verse 5:4, and is shown next:

aPT R 77R0 NI
ahink



The Third Acrostic

The third acrostic occurs with Haman’s gloating,
In verse 5:13, and is shown below:

"2 M s M
T



The Fourth Acrostic

This fourth one, in verse 7:7, like the third
Is formed by the final letters,
for Haman's end had come.

YT TON ANDDT
T



Each acrostic involves a different speaker:

Activity Activity
1. Memucan (Gentile) 1:20
2. Esther (Jew) 5:4
3. Haman (Gentile) 5:13
4. By the writer (Jew) 7:7
Acrostic pattern Activity Speaker
Acrostic word backward Gentile
Acrostic . word forward Jew
Acrostic ~word backward Gentile
Acrostic . word forward Jew




A Fifth Acrostic

There is still another acrostic, in verse 7:5,
which does not spell YHWH (“Yahweh”) but

rather the remarkable 7278 EHYH (*| AM"):

RIT TN T
N1
“IAM” = (hayah)

Exodus 3:14
It is formed by final letters,

and the name is spelled backward.



Ex. Acrostics in Esther

1.20 54 5.13 1.7 7.5
UE ET YET FOR WHER
ESPECT UR I HE DWELLET
UR OYAL AM SAW  THEENEM
ADIES INNER SA THAT THAT DARET
SHALL THIS FO THERE PRESUME
GIVE DAY N WAS 1\
TO BE AVAI EVI HIS
THEIR GRACED IS T HEART
HUSBANDS, ' BY ALL FEA TO
BOTH KING THIS DETERMINE DO
GREAT AND TO AGAINST THIS
AND HAMAN ME HIM THING
SMALL BY ?
THE
KING
BACKWARD FORWARD BACKWARD FORWARD BACKWARD
Gentile speaks Jew speaks Gentile speaks Jew writes Gentile speaks

about Queen about Queen about Haman about Haman against Haman
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MICroCo
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Equidistant Letter Sequence (ELS)

1ps =xplained that each
code 1s a case of adding
very fourth letter to
form a word.



Esther 1:3

An Equidistant Letter Sequence, interval of 8.
PN TIA MIRD A nLy 9507 WY A
U

Meshiach, Messiah



Esther 4:2

An Equidistant Letter Sequence, interval of 7.

ot w1252 3oRn pTtoR 8125 PR D IoITIpY 1h
| Ty NN
D T IIRITIAT LN 0P AT A0
R
El Shaddai, The Almighty



Esther 4:7

An Equidistant Letter Sequence, interval of 8.

S INGN 1RY MMETINN D32 Ly 2R 72N

g

Yeshua, Jesus



Esther 3:11-12

An Equidistant Letter Sequence, interval of 6.

13 niy? aym 77 1N PRI AT 2R TN
Sawa 2D
O Ty MEHTRJTRIT WOna A2EF000 WINPT

T

iR IRVt
haman v satan ray 'yach

*‘Haman and Satan stink.”
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 EGEND

1. 21 Tishri (white on red)
2. 5707 (blue on light blue)
3. NAZI (white on black)

4. Hanged (yellow on dk green)

Amalekite (yellow on black)
Aryan (purple on yellow)
Haman (white on blue)

Ten (black on It blue)

Sons (white on maroon)
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| AM GOD, NO OTHER.

| AM GOD!

THERE IS NONE LIKE ME, WHO TELLS
THE END FROM THE BEGINNING, :

AND FROM ANCIENT TIMES

THINGS THAT  ARE. NOT YET. DONE,
SAYING, "MY' QUNSEL SHALL STAND,
ANDJ Wlb.l. O ALL MY PLEASURE!

Isaiah 46: 9 10
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